
          MIGHTY  

   
(δυνάμεως = ‘dynameos’) (δύναμις = ‘dynamis’) 

Strength, power, ability, inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of 
its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth, power for performing 

miracles, moral power and excellence of soul, the power and influence which belong to 
riches and wealth, power consisting in or resting upon armies. 

 
2 Corinthians 12:12, “Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you 
with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.” ‘Dynamis’ is often 
translated “power”, however, when referring to the ‘signs’ of an apostle it is rendered 
“mighty deeds.” The opening phrase is literally "the signs of the apostle." The basic 
meaning is a ‘mark’ or ‘token’ by which a particular person or thing is recognized. Paul 
undoubtedly is thinking of deeds that validated his preaching. What deeds would these 
be? The signs, wonders and miracles that Paul says were done among the Corinthians 
with great perseverance. Paul's rivals, in all probability, also claimed the working of 
miraculous signs, wonders and mighty deeds. What distinguished Paul from them is 
captured in the phrase with great perseverance.  
 
Signs and wonders also regularly accompanied the early church's proclamation of the 
gospel (Acts 2:43; 8:6-8; 15:12). In this respect Paul's ministry was no different and 
this fits the biblical data. That word and mighty deed were inextricably linked is clearly 
attested in Luke's account of the missionary journeys. Miracles were performed in 
virtually every city that Paul visited. In fact, Paul in his letters says repeatedly that his 
preaching was not merely one of word but of "power and the Spirit." Furthermore, the 
deeds that were worked among the apostles are specified as signs, wonders and 
miracles. However, the differences, though slight, are to be noted.  
 
When grouped with spectacular phenomena, ‘shmeion’ ("sign") has the meaning 
"miraculous sign" and signifies an event that contradicts the natural order of things. 
Healings and casting out of demons, presaging the messianic age, come readily to mind 
as examples of miraculous signs. Dynamis ("miracle") refers to strength or ability and 
is generally used of the mighty acts of God - like the parting of the Red Sea (Exodus 
14:15-31) or the violent earthquake in Philippi that loosed the chains of Paul and Silas 
(Acts 16:26). Jesus' own ministry was accredited by "miracles, wonders and signs" 
(Mark 3:13-15 and parallels; Acts 2:22). 
 
In 2 Thessalonians 1:7, Paul says, "And to you who are troubled, rest with us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed (at the Second Coming) from heaven with His mighty 
angels."  The word translated "mighty" is also the word dynamis, which means 'intense 
energy and power, great force, immense ability, and exceeding strength'.  Here, Paul 
was talking about celestial beings of great might and awesome power!  

 


