
           CONFIDENCE 
 

 (παρρησίαν = ‘parrisian’) 
Confidence, boldness, cheerful courage, unreserved utterance, assertiveness, 

self-assurance, fearlessness, audacity, daring. 
 

Hebrews 10:35, “Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great 
reward.” Another translation reads, “So do not throw away your confidence; it will 
be richly rewarded.”  The word “παρρησίαν” is literally “all speech” and it denotes 
‘unreserved utterance’ or ‘speaking boldly without fear’ (Acts 4:13; 4:29). It is a 
difficult word to accurately translate into the English language, and especially in the 
context of this verse. Nevertheless, one thing that is evident is its relationship with 
speech. In Hebrews 10:23 it says, “Let us hold fast the confession (declaration) of our 
hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” Hence, an expounded 
translation of verse 35 could read, “Do not throw away your unreserved boldness and 
fearless declaration of your faith, which has great reward.” This provides us with a 
clear picture of what our confidence should be. Our confidence must be rooted and 
grounded in faith, and as a result if that, we are able to fearlessly and boldly declare 
(confess) God’s word. This lines up with Acts 4:29, “Now, Lord, look on their threats, 
and grant to Your servants that with all boldness (παρρησίας) they may speak Your 
word.” 
 
According to this scripture, our “confidence” (fearless and unreserved utterance) 
seriously affects our reward. It implies that the measure of our confidence determines 
the measure of our reward. Therefore, we are told, “do not throw away your 
confidence!” During testing and difficult times it is very easy for us to loose our 
confidence and change our confession. The mere fact that it is much harder to achieve 
our goals often impacts on our confidence, and consequently, our speech. Yet, we are 
encouraged to hang on to the “confidence” we already have! The reason? If we do not 
hang on to our confidence, the rich rewards that are due will be hindered from getting 
to us. Can you see something in this process? Holding on to the confidence we have is 
a faith exercise.  We must always have “rich rewards” in mind when holding on to our 
confidence. Confidence is the ‘attribute’ that produces rich (great) reward. Now, these 
rewards can be anything from financial to relational. But whatever the reward, it will 
be very significant! 
 
If confidence is a faith exercise, then we should have complete trust in the faithfulness 
of God - all the time! But we should also have a complete trust in the unique abilities 
that God has given us. We should have a general sense of control in our lives, and 
genuinely believe that God is working all things together for our good. Having this 
attitude does not mean that we will be able to do anything and everything. However, it 
ensures that what we do do is ‘faith-filled’. Even when our expectations are low, we 
can continue being positive. Confidence is extremely important in almost every aspect 
of life, yet so many people struggle with it. Sadly, this can be a vicious circle. Those of 
you who lack self-confidence will find it difficult to become high achievers and your 
rewards in life will be poor - mainly because you won’t get a positive response from 
others. But let’s be real, would anyone instinctively want to back a person who doesn’t 
believe in himself? Therefore, let us do exactly what Hebrews 10:35 says! Let us make 
up our minds never to discard our bold and fearless confession. Let us purpose to be 



confident and courageous in everything we say and do! And let us also be encouraged 
by the fact that we will all be richly rewarded for our efforts. 

 
 


