
         DRINK 
    

 (ποτίζω = ‘potizo') 
To drink, give to drink, to furnish drink, to water, irrigate (plants, fields etc.), to 

saturate. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:13, “For by one Spirit we were all baptised into one body - whether 
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free - and have all been made to drink into one 
Spirit.”  The word “drink” (‘potizo’) literally means, “to make to drink” - it has to do 
with ‘infilling’. In the Modern Greek it is used most often in relation to watering plants, 
fields etc. and for pouring liquid into another vessel, or pouring fluid onto another 
object. It’s where we get the word ‘ποτήρι’, which means glass (as in glass of water). 
It also has to do with “being made full” or “fully absorbing” that which is being poured 
out. When we drink water, we deliberately open our mouths to receive it before pouring 
it out. "Drinking" the Holy Spirit is very similar. It is the intentional act of receiving 
that which the Spirit is pouring out. 
 
We "drink" by simply believing (wholeheartedly) that the Holy Spirit wants to pour 
Himself into human vessels. Therefore, learn to trust in His grace, and in doing so; God 
will flood you with the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Keeping in mind that 
God designed you to be continually filled (Ephesians 5:18). Why? By virtue of the fact 
that He will never stop being a fountain of life to mankind.  
 
In John 7:37 Jesus says, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink." As 
mentioned before, ‘drinking' represents an active process of receiving. The ‘infilling’ 
of the Holy Spirit cannot be received by a negative, or passive attitude. No one can 
drink except of his own active volition; and no one can drink with a closed mouth. As 
it is in the natural, so it is in the spiritual. The Lord says in Psalm 81:10, "Open your 
mouth wide, and I will fill it." God cannot fill a closed mouth. Simple though it may 
seem, there are those who fail to receive the fullness of the Spirit, simply because they 
fail to open their mouths (figuratively speaking). 
 
Throughout the Word of God, water is a symbol (a “type”) of the Spirit of God, and is 
often used to represent Holy Spirit, that is, the divine nature and power of God. In 
Scripture, God the Father also refers to Himself as a “spring of living water” (Jeremiah 
2:13; Isaiah 44:3, 4). Think about water and what it means to us. Water is essential to 
life - we die without it. The average person can go about 60 days without food before 
he starves to death, but one can go only about three days without water. In fact, the 
human body is mostly water. Whenever someone forsakes God, “the spring of living 
water”, he has no choice but to do what Jeremiah 2:13 says, “to throw out his own 
broken cistern.” 
 
Why is this? Quite simply, because “it won’t hold water any more.” Just as actual water 
gives life physically and is integral to one’s physical life, so the spiritual water we are 
told to “drink” (the gift of the Holy Spirit) gives life to the spirit man. Consider this 
same parallel between water and the Spirit of God in the following verses, where Jesus 
is speaking to a woman He met at a local well (John 4:13 and 14). Jesus answered, 
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water 
I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.”  



 
To the Church, Jesus first “poured out” the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (as 
recorded in Acts 2). In this classic verse, Peter is speaking to the amazed crowd 
assembled in the Temple on that historic day, and it is most significant that he also 
compares the gift of Holy Spirit to water, “Exalted to the right hand of God, He has 
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out (like water) 
what you now see and hear” (Acts 2:33). The same Jesus is pouring out His Spirit ‘like 
water’ today! And we, who believe, are all being made to “drink” of the same Spirit. 

 
 
 


