
 

         WISDOM 
           

(σοφία = ‘sophia’) 
Wisdom, supreme intelligence such as belongs to God, broad and full of intelligence 

(used of the knowledge of very diverse matter), the varied knowledge of things human 
and divine, acquired by acuteness and experience, the act of interpreting dreams and 

always giving sound advice, kill in the management of human affairs, skill and 
discretion in imparting Christian truth, the knowledge and practice of  

the requisites for godly and upright living. 
  

(φρόνησις = ‘fronnisis’) 
Wisdom, understanding, the practical and sensible use of insight, the right use of the 

mind, the correct application of God’s wisdom, knowledge and holy love  
of the will of God. 

  
1 Corinthians 1:20-31  (Amplified), "Where is the wise man - the philosopher?  
Where is the scribe - the scholar?  Where is the investigator - the logician, the debater 
- of this present age?  Has not God shown up the nonsense and the folly of this world's 
wisdom?  For when the world with all its earthly wisdom failed to perceive and 
recognise and know God by means of its own philosophy, God in His wisdom was 
pleased through the foolishness of the message preached, to save those who believed 
- who clung to and trusted in, and relied on Him.  For while Jews [demandingly] ask 
for signs and miracles, and Greeks pursue philosophy and wisdom, we preach Christ 
the Messiah, crucified, which to the Jews is a scandal and an offensive stumbling 
block that springs a snare-trap, and to the Gentiles it is absurd and utterly 
unphilosophical nonsense.  But to those who are called, whether Jew or Greek, Christ 
is the power of God and the wisdom of God.  This is because the foolish thing that 
has its source in God is wiser than men, and the weak thing that springs from God is 
stronger than men.   

 
The two words that appear in the New Testament and are translated 'wisdom' are 
“σοφία" and “φρόνησις.” Sοφία implies a special insight into the true nature and state 
of things or situations.   Whereas, fronisis is the practical and sensible use of such 
insight (the right use of the mind). Fronesis is literally an understanding that leads to 
right action. It is used in Luke 1:17, “He will be a man with the spirit and power of 
Elijah. He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the hearts 
of the fathers to their children, and He will cause those who are rebellious to accept 
the wisdom of the godly.”  
 
The word φρόνησις is concerned with how to act in particular situations. One can learn 
the principles of action, but applying them in the real world, in situations one could not 
have foreseen, requires a certain kind of wisdom. Quite simply, σοφία has spiritual 
qualities, but φρόνησις is purely practical.  
 
 
 



 
Therefore, I firmly believe that God's wisdom (or the God kind of wisdom) must 
incorporate both σοφία and φρόνησις. In other words, God's wisdom; (a) gives us 
special insight into the true nature and state of things, and (b) it causes us to apply a 
sensible approach to the practical use of such insight. 
 
Notice something?  If we were only blessed with spiritual insight and had no practical 
ability to apply it in our lives, it would be of no value to us, or to anybody else! 
Possessing the "mind of Christ" may have many spiritual attributes, but it should also 
have practical and sensible applications. Colossians 4:5 tells us to "walk in wisdom 
toward those who are outside" (the unbelievers). This cannot be a purely spiritual 
experience, for we know, the lost are unable to comprehend the things of the Spirit for 
they are spiritually blind. 

 
 


